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LINK TO IHL
IHL protects by requiring parties to:

• Respect lives and physical and 
mental integrity of those not or no 
longer fighting

• Guarantee basic needs (food, 
shelter, medical services) of those 
who are not or no longer fighting

• Allow humanitarian relief to 
reach those in need
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PROTECTION

… encompasses all activities aimed at obtaining 
full respect for the rights of the individual in 

accordance with the letter and the spirit of the 
relevant bodies of law
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CIVILIANS

•Suggests armed conflict (cf peacetime): defined in IHL

•ICRC’s protection work is: 

•Also for persons (and objects) other than civilians

•Outside of (or not connected to) armed conflict
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ICRC’s mission is to protect the lives and dignity of victims 
of armed conflict and other situations of violence and to 
provide them with assistance. 

PROTECTION CF ASSISTANCE
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WHERE, WHEN AND WITH WHO?

National 
Societies
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WITH WHO?
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HOW?

Protection

Assistance
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HOW & WHAT?




